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celebrated the impact of the park in improving their environment.
But something went wrong. The euphoria did not last. Official ne-
glect by local authorities and the lack of institutional mechanisms at
the community level to make up for this neglect led to the gradual
deterioration of the street. With no regular maintenance, elements
like street lighting and regular garbage collection disappeared.

As a result, the area once again appeared deserted and invited acts of
vandalism from outside the area against the park.  Drugs and prosti-
tution, after being driven away for two years, reclaimed the territory.
The proposed studios, shops, and community cafe along the side street,
which were initially met with the much enthusiasm, failed to materi-
alise due to government bureaucracy and now their establishment is
looked on with scepticism and doubt.

In response to formal mismanagement and the general sense of apathy
in the community, some members chartered a community-based or-
ganisation called the Abu Dahab Street Association to address these
problems. Since its establishment earlier this year, the association has
helped improve security in the area by lighting the streets once again
and ensuring that they remain so. Garbage is now regularly collected.
Income-generating projects were initiated along the street. Although
it still remains to be seen the extent to which they can mobilise the
community in general to lobby officials for a wider role in the park
and the operationalisation of the park’s studios, shops and community
cafe, initial results are promising. All these are positive indications of
a community trying to have a bigger say in the nature of their sur-
rounding urban environment and make the impact of the park in
upgrading the area sustainable.
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“ THE CHILDREN’S CULTURAL PARK IN

SAYEDA ZEINAB REPRESENTED AN

EXPERIMENT TO DO AWAY WITH THE

ARTIFICIAL SEPARATION BETWEEN THE

STEPS OF CONCEPTION AND DESIGN

AND THOSE OF EXECUTION. ”
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